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Message from the

Message from the

Exalted Ruler

Lodge Secretary

Greetings Brother’s & Sister’s
I want to thank the communications committee especially Frank
Gaetano for volunteering to reinstitute the Sandpiper.
The newsletter is a great tool for members to learn about
happenings at our lodge and in our community.
I recently attended the National Elks Convention in Atlanta.
During my time there, I learned a great deal about Elkdom. I
met elks from around the country and was able to share ideas
about making our lodge better and how to promote activities
that all will enjoy.
Our lodge is doing a fabulous job fundraising and contributing
money to local charities. We have a highly active Veterans
Affairs Committee who put Veterans first and make sure that
they and their families are taken care of when needed.
We recently hosted a Community Fun Day where everyone
enjoyed the camaraderie along with the games and great food
we had to offer. This was our first-year planning and organizing
this event and I want to thank Shorty for all he did to get this
event off the ground. Also, thanks to the over sixty volunteers
who assisted. Through our efforts, we were able to collect and
donate $2,000.00 to Camp Carefree. For those of you that do
not know, Camp Carefree is a one-week camp for children ages
6-16 with chronic illnesses including cancer.
Our lodge continues to have successful dinner dances and other
events. We bring in entertainment and our chef plans and
prepares food enjoyed by all.
In closing, I invite you to come out and support our lodge.
Please consider volunteering for events. It would only take a
few hours of your time to make a significant impact and show
that you care.
If you have any ideas, questions, or concerns, please feel free
to contact me at the email listed below.
Respectively and fraternally,
Gene Bellando
Exalted Ruler 2022-2023
ExaltedRuler@CalabashElks.Org

Greetings from your lodge secretary!
I hope this message finds you well and
enjoying the summer.
Serving as
secretary has given me a great
opportunity to meet many of you and
stay informed about events in our
lodge. I enjoy talking with members
and doing what I can to make sure
that your questions are answered in a
timely manner.
That being said, please make sure that
you keep me informed about any
change to your address, telephone
number or email. You can call me at
the office with these changes or email
me at secretary@calabashelks.org.
At this time, we still have fifty-one
members who have not paid their
dues for the 2022-2023 year. Second
notices have already been sent by the
Grand Lodge, and they will continue to
be sent throughout the course of this
year until either dues are paid or you
let me know that you no longer wish
to receive these notices. If you are
reading this message and still have
not sent in your dues, please do so as
we need your support. Remember,
this lodge is a great place to meet your
friends, enjoy great food, and just
have a good time!
Cyndi Shaw
Lodge Secretary

Secretary’s Corner
Cyndi Shaw
Lodge Secretary
Phone: 910-575-8900
Email:
Secretary@CalabashElks.Org
Office Hours
Monday & Thursday
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon
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If you haven’t registered
for Elks Online you can
do so at the link below
Click Here to Register

The Sandpiper August/September 2022 Edition Page 2 of 17

Charity, Justice, Brotherly Love and Fidelity
WHAT:
The Elks National Foundation (ENF), is the
charitable arm of the Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks (B.P.O.E.) supporting Youth, serving Veterans, and
meeting the needs of local community projects in Elks
communities just like Calabash, NC.

What is it?
What’s its mission?
How do I donate?
Find out at the links below
About
Click here for About Info

Mission
Click here for the Mission Statement

Donate Now
Click here to DONATE NOW

Prefer to donate the
old-fashioned way?
Use form below.

HOW: Members of local Elks Lodges, and others, make
voluntary, tax-deductible cash donations to the ENF. (The
Elks National Foundation is a 501 c3 Public Charity) Then,
throughout each fiscal year, the fund provides Grant Money
to those lodges who qualify by having their members make
enough donations to meet the Grand Lodge’s donation PerCapita (each Person/Member) threshold. Additional Grants
are obtainable through a rigid application process.
Additionally, the ENF provides scholarships each year to
applicants who are the Children, or Grandchildren, of Elks
members. Throughout the years, the Calabash Elks Lodge
has received over a “Hundred-Thousand Dollars” in ENF
Grant money.
Since our Lodge’s inception in 1984,
combining ENF Grants with locally raised funds, the
Calabash Elks Lodge has donated over $300,000 in Goods
and Services, as well as Cash, to various local Charities and
Charitable Causes in our community. This is why it is
important for our members to donate what they can to the
ENF. The Calabash Elks Lodge always places at, or near the
Top of, all the Elks lodges in North Carolina when it comes
to making donations to the ENF, and always - “Reaping

what We Sow!”
WHO: To find out more about the Elks National Foundation
and our local efforts at the Calabash Elks Lodge, and how
you can help with this worthy cause, contact the current
Chairperson, Juanita Adams (PER), at 910-398-2382 or by
e-Mail at ENF@CalabashElks.Org
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Our Lodge
in
The Elks
Magazine
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Happy
Birthday

At the bar during the month your Birthday?
Show the Bartender your Driver’s License
to get FREE drink.

Happy
Birthday
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Ladies Auxiliary
Greetings,
The Ladies Auxiliary of the Calabash
Elks mission is to work
collaboratively with the Elks, while
providing financial support when
called upon. We support the Elks in
their endeavors and support
charities that promote community
welfare and assist those in need.
We achieve our mission by hosting
many fundraisers throughout the
year. We will be having a Wine
tasting in August and a
Card/Game Party in September.
All proceeds from these fund raisers
go to our local charities as well as
our Elks.
It is a fun organization to belong to.
Anybody 21 years of age or older is
welcome to join the LADIES
AUXILIARY.
Kathy Kelly
President of Ladies Auxiliary

The Ladies Auxiliary headed out
on the water for a day of Dolphin
Watching. They didn’t see many
dolphins but had but sure had a
great time together
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Note from the Editor

We sadly report the passing of
Our Brothers & Sisters.
Our thoughts and prayers go with them and
their families.

Richard A. Cummings 3.12.22
Gordon H. Coulson 3.14.22
Donald R. Mimm 4.10.22
George J. Vlasic Lm 4.17.22
Donald Ballard 5.7.22
Darius R. Lewellyn 7.11.22
Paula Freiwald 7.11.22

Your House Committee and Club Manager have
been working hard to provide you, our valued
members, new and different activities in which
you can participate, have some fun and
camaraderie, and support Your Lodge at the
same time.
These events include Dining
Opportunities, Special Themed Dinner Dances,
Trivia Challenge and our Golf Tournament. You
will find announcements for these events
scheduled to occur during August and
September you will be kept up to date on these
events in our weekly EBlasts. Be sure to sign up
for these events and support Your Lodge.
At the same time, the House Committee and
Club Manager cannot do all of this alone, - they
need Your Help. Please consider Volunteering
for just a few hours a month to help Set-Up for
these events, or to help in the Kitchen. Contact
your Club Manager, to get on the schedule.
It's good for the Lodge and also for you!

It’s a pleasure to be reviving The Sandpiper. I
know I have some huge shoes to fill in Mike
Trescak. I know because he tells me that
every time, I see him
Seriously though as
a new member waiting in the bar at initiation,
Mike huddled us up and made us feel more
comfortable about what was about to
transpire. Which was great cause we were all
pretty uncomfortable in our way too small
sport jackets and ties that haven’t seen the
light of day since the Bush years. Mike, Mark
and the rest of the C&M Committee welcomed
me with open laptops and I’ll do my best to
not let them, and you down. Any comments,
complaints or suggestions are welcome or
even if you have something you think should
be in the next issue.
Email me at:
Sandpiper@CalabashElks.org
Best Regards ~ Frank Gaetano
The Elk that got away 😊
Two lawyers were out hunting when they
came upon a pair of tracks. They stopped
and examined the tracks closely. The first
lawyer announced, "Those are deer tracks.
It's deer season, so we should follow the
tracks and find our prey." The second lawyer
responded, those are clearly elk tracks, and
elk are out of season. If we follow your
advice, we'll waste the day." Each attorney
believed himself to be the superior
woodsman, and they both bitterly stuck to
their guns.
.
.
They were still arguing when the train hit
them.
Famous Elk Quotes
“I'm interested in the fact that the less
secure a man is, the more likely he is to have
extreme prejudice.”
― Clint Eastwood
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Mission
Statement
from
Co-Chairman
John F.
Corbett, Jr.
COL, US
Army Retired

“

“So long as there are Veterans,
The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, Shall Never Forget Them”
The mission of the Veteran’s Affairs Committee (VAC) of the lodge is to provide occasional
funding, fraternal activities, and general support for our local Veterans, various Veterans ’
programs, and our Military located throughout South-Eastern North Carolina. Included in the
Committee’s mission is activity support for the residents of the North Carolina State Veteran’s
Nursing Home and Veteran’s Hospital in Fayetteville, NC and our Wounded Warrior units
located in Fort Bragg and Camp LeJeune.
The activities of the VAC are funded by committee-sponsored fundraising events, occasional
grants from the Elks National Foundation (ENF), and unsolicited personal donations.
Examples of activities traditionally conducted by the VAC are:
•
Holiday luncheons for veterans and residents of the NC VA Home and NC VA Hospital in
Fayetteville, NC
•
A “Day-at-the-Lodge” for Senior Veterans in local assisted living homes, which includes
fishing at the Sunset Beach Pier, lunch at the Lodge, and some camaraderie and
fellowship time
•
“Donut Day” visits to Veterans and residents of local assisted-living and nursing home
facilities
Packing & Shipping of “Care Packages” for selected military personnel stationed overseas
Supporting the Lodge’s Veteran’s Day Social & Dinner Dance
VAC fundraising events include the Committee’s annual “Indoor Yard Sale”, the Annual “Mini-Golf Tournament &
Charity Auction”, twice-annual raffles, and other activities as proposed by VAC members.
The VAC has provided over $85,000 in support of local Veteran and Military support programs
since 2016; this includes:
•
Supporting area programs that assist Veterans such as Brunswick Family Assistance,
the Brunswick County Sheriff Office’s “Project Lifesaver,” the Brunswick Community
College Partnership for American Veteran Employment (PAVE), The Good Shepherd
Center’s SGT Ashley Center for Homeless Veterans, and the Lower Cape Fear Lifecare
“We Honor Veterans”
•
Providing holiday gift cards to Service Members at the Ft Bragg Warrior Transition
Battalion and the Camp LeJeune Wounded Warrior Battalion-East and their associated
Fisher Houses
•
Sponsoring a “Tiny Home” as part of the Veterans Welcome Home & Resource Center’s
program to house homeless veterans
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Message from NC State President John Lawrence
from North Carolina Elks News, June/July Edition
As I sit here reflecting on the 2022 Grand Lodge Convention in Atlanta, many thoughts surround me. I will
forever treasure the opportunity I had to represent the North Carolina State Elks Association by carrying
our Flag across the stage at the National Convention! What an honor it was! I think of the nice seasonable
weather (hot) we had there and to all of the many victories and surprises. For the victories there were
many. The Roxboro Lodge #2005 and Goldsboro Lodge #139 took first place in the Community Project
Contest, the second year in a row for Roxboro! In the same contest Hickory Lodge #1654 won second
place in Division 5. Roxboro also took a third-place award in Division II of the All-American Lodge Contest
while the Hickory Lodge was an All-American Lodge finalist. Roxboro also took third place in Division II in
the ENF Chairmans Challenge. The Local Lodge Website Contest also had a winner from North Carolina
with the High Point Lodge #1155 re-ceiving a four-star award. Saving the best for last, the NC Elks took
second place overall in the Member-ship Awards with a net increase of 8.30%. It was only fitting that
Mike Pace from the Hendersonville Lodge #1616 accepted the award as his Lodge had the highest total
increase in new members last year. I want to thank Al Harms and all of his Membership Committee
members for an outstanding job! As a side note we closed out last year with a total of 9,888 members
and today we are 9,958 members strong, only 42 away from 10,000! Let’s do this, get out and get those
candidates initiated! In other Convention business, our new District Deputies were installed. Be sure to
congratulate Jody Pascarella, Richard Penk, Derrick Sims and Mark Couch on their new appointments and
look forward to attending their respective DD Clinics. If you attended the Convention, I am sure you will
agree with me that Mark Alderman, Lisa Parrish and Derrick Simms did an outstanding job in running our
hospitality room, be sure to thank them when you see them! Finally, some of our NC Elks returned from
Atlanta with an un-wanted souvenir, Covid-19. My wife and I got it and are recovering as well as many
others from not only NC but other States as well, so always be safe in all of your travels! Aside from the
Grand Lodge Convention, my wife and I have traveled to other events. In June we travelled to my home
State of Virginia to attend their State Convention held in Fredericksburg. We were greeted at our hotel
by none other than George and Martha Washington, portrayed by VA, Elks President Ray Damer-on and
his lovely wife and First Lady Elizabeth. They were most gracious hosts and we took a trolley tour of
Fredericksburg along with our Grand Exalted Ruler T. Keith Mills and his wife Amy who were also in
attendance. I also helped score their Eleven O’Clock Toast contest as they were short on ritual judges.
They run their conventions differently “up north” and, I saw a few things I liked that perhaps we can put
into our conventions. Next month Cheryl and I will travel to South Carolina for their State Convention in
Greenville.
One of my early travels in May was to the Goldsboro Freedom Fest celebrating Armed Forces Day, Military
and First Responders. This event draws ten thousand visitors from across the East Coast. The event features bands, of which Sister Hazel was the lead performer this year, along with car and bike shows, police
dog shows, and many vendors. Michelle DeLaire was there with her Teddy Bears for Ukraine tents as well
as tents from other NC Lodges. ER Alex Wingate and PER Doug McGrath of the Goldsboro Lodge #139
have brought this festival from a small local event to one of Goldsboro’s largest attractions, and the presence of Elks is to be found throughout the event. Be sure to put his on your schedule next year, it is an
awesome festival!
Our new Grand Exalted Ruler is Bruce A. Hidley from Watervliet-Colonie New York Lodge #1500. His
motto for this year is “Promoting Elkdom with Enthusiasm” and he is quite the enthusiastic guy! He will
be attending our Fall Convention that will be held in Clemmons in October. Be sure to register early as I
am sure that will most likely be a sell-out!
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Resolutions Voted on at the
Grand Lodge Convention

NC Lodges Donate to
ENF Service Project
At the Grand Lodge Convention this
year the Elks National Foundation
implemented a service project and
asked Lodges to donate new socks
for homeless Veterans and
children’s books to pro-mote
literacy. North Carolina Lodges
heard the call and collected items
which they took to Atlanta.
From Morehead Beaufort, PSP Ron
Delzer and Past First Lady Lisa
delivered 2 large boxes containing
113 Children books and 9 dozen
pairs of men’s socks to the ENF
booth in Atlanta. A hand full of
caring Elks donated these items.
The Calabash Lodge called upon
members to donate socks and
placed a box in their lobby. In all
they collected 150 pairs of socks,
which Exalted Ruler Gene Bellando
took with him to the ENF booth.
I am sure there are many other
Lodges who also donated to make a
difference in the Atlanta area.
On behalf of the Veterans and
children of the Atlanta area the ENF
says thanks.
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If you want to be kept up to date on Menus & Events there is
nothing better than our EBlast. It comes right to your email box
at least once a week (on Monday) and fills you in like the
breakfast buffet at Sunny Side! Just make sure you have
communications@calabashelks.org in your contacts to keep it
from going to Spam with the Extended Car Warranties.

If you would like to check out
“What’s Cookin” on our website?
just Click on the Chef

NOTE
Use your Browsers
Back Button
to return to
The Sandpiper

Wanna check out
“What’s Happenin”
Just Click on
Special Events
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Community Day
From putting up the first tent Shorty directed a great crew of
volunteers and along with our beloved first responders and
two great bands. A fun filled day was had by all!
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. . . of course, I would be
remiss if I didn’t mention
our two favorite couples of
the day!
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Elks Play

Elks Win
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Well that concludes the 1st issue of the resurrected Sandpiper, I hope we got off to a
good start. You may be wondering why we felt the need to bring back the Newsletter
when we have such a GREAT Eblast. It arrives in our Monday morning mail as sure as
gas from a Sunday Church Pot Luck Dinner and keeps us right up to date on all things in
the Elkdom. Well, the C&M Committee debated that very same question and we decided
there is a place for both. The Eblast to keep you informed of current events and the
Sandpiper to be a recap of what you may have enjoyed or perhaps missed. Going forward
we will try and include different items that may dig deeper into the world of Elks and
especially Calabash Lakes Elks Lodge #2679.

Our Exalted Ruler Gene, asked me to remind you that if you really
wanna know and learn what goes on at the Lodge, come to meetings.
It’s the best way to find out everything there is to know and meet and
have fellowship with your Elk family. All meetings are on the Calendars
Until next issue then and remember if you have anything you feel should be in the
Sandpiper or have any ideas for it. You can email me at Sandpiper@CalabashElks.org

Lounge Hours
Monday thru Saturday = 12:00 Noon - 9:00 p.m.
Sundays = 12:00 Noon - 7:00 p.m. (Bartender's Discretion)
Bar/Bartender = 910.579.4600 ~ Option #2
Kitchen Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday
LUNCH = 12:00 Noon - 3:00 p.m.
Monday Nite 4:30 - 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday Nite During BINGO = 5:00 - 6:45 p.m.
Friday Nite = 4:30 - 7: 00 p.m.
Saturdays When Entertainment is
Offered - 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Sundays and Times Other Than Above - Bar Food Only
Office Hours
Monday & Thursday ~ 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon
Office (Secretary) = 910.575.8900 Option #1
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