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Message from 

 The Exalted Ruler 

Message from the  

Lodge Secretary  

Once again, we’re in the home stretch to 
the New Year!  I hope as you read this 

you’ve just enjoyed a wonderful 
Thanksgiving with your family and 

friends, and are looking forward to a 
very Merry Christmas. 

During our December Membership 
Meeting on the 13th, we will once again 

be voting on Life Membership.  This year 
we have nine members who have 

fulfilled the requirement of 30 years of 
membership in our organization.  These 

members are Joseph D. Carpinello, 
Robert W. Conley, Michael D. Evarts, 

David R. Guglielmo, Kevin Hoyt, Robert 
Hoyt, William Marsh, Thomas A. Nally 

and Joe Peyt Stanton. 
Renewal notices will again be sent out to 

you directly from the Grand Lodge 
sometime in February.  Please 

remember that to receive your notice in 
a timely manner you must make sure 

that your address is correct in our 
database.  If you’ve moved anytime 

within the last year, and have not sent 
me your new contact information, 
please do so as soon as possible! 

We have received notice in October that 
the Grand Lodge has raised insurance 
fees again by $5.00.  That means that 

dues next year for regular members will 
be $141.00 and Lifetime members will 

be $68.00. 
While it seems like members are no 

longer having trouble with non-
functioning key cards, please remember 

you can always contact me  
if you need a replacement. 
Wishing you joy during this  

holiday season! 
 

Cyndi Shaw - Lodge Secretary 
Phone: 910-575-8900 

Email:  Secretary@CalabashElks.Org 
Office Hours 

Mon & Thu 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon 

 
 

 

To all of you, 

The very merriest of 
Christmases  

and good health and 
happiness 

 in the  

new year! 
 Message from 

 The Leading Knight 

I would like to just take a minute to wish all my  
Brothers and Sisters in Elkdom 

 a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
Let’s all of us pray for peace for all in 2024 

Gary Reynolds 
 

mailto:Secretary@CalabashElks.Org
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The ENF Fidelity Club ~ The Foundation's Monthly Giving Program 
The easiest way to support the ENF all year round! 

 

Do you contribute to the Elks National Foundation often? What if you could donate without having to 
think about it? Well, you can! Enroll today and become a member of the Fidelity Club 

the ENF’s monthly giving program. Why Join the Fidelity Club? 
ROI: For every dollar you donate $1.75 is returned, to be used for benevolence! 
Ease: The ENF Fidelity Club recognizes automatic, regularly scheduled donations through your bank account 
or credit card. These donations occur monthly (minimum $5). 
Eco-Friendly: Save a tree and save time with paperless donations! 
Convenience: No need to purchase stamps or mail a check. It takes just five minutes to sign up, and you’re 
good to go! 
Flexibility: You can increase, modify or cancel your gift at any time. 
Security: It's safe, reliable and allows the ENF to spend less time on administration and more time on our 
charitable mission. 
Ready to Join? 
Becoming a member of the Fidelity Club is simple! Enroll online at enf.elks.org/recurring and start your gift 
today! If you prefer to sign up through the mail, just print the enrolment form on the next page.  
Questions? Email: enf@elks.org or Call: 773-755-4728 for additional information about starting a monthly 
gift and joining the ENF Fidelity Club. 
Already a member? If you have an active monthly gift agreement with the ENF, you have automatically been 
enrolled in the ENF Fidelity Club! Click here to learn more about your monthly gift. 
Lodges 
The ENF Fidelity Club is an individual giving and recognition program. We are unable to accept enrollments 
from groups or Lodges. We encourage Lodges to submit donations via the Online Remittance form and credit 
individual donors. Click here to make a one-time online donation. 
What are the Benefits? 
The longer you are a member of the Fidelity Club, the more benefits you’ll receive! 
Fidelity Club Sticker: Following your first monthly gift, you’ll receive a special Fidelity Club sticker for your 
membership card, and your name will appear in the online Fidelity Club Honor Roll. At the end of each 
calendar year, you'll receive a new sticker with your annual statement. 
Fidelity Club Pin: Once you’ve made 12 monthly gifts, you’ll receive the ENF Fidelity Pin! 
Pin Attachments: Each time you reach an additional benchmark—starting at 25 monthly gifts—you’ll receive 
a pin attachment to wear with your Fidelity pin. Additional attachments will be sent at 50 and 100 gifts. 
Bagels with the Board: An open-house breakfast at the Elks National Convention exclusively for Fidelity Club 
Members! 
 

You may also Designate Your Gift 
A designated gift directly supports the ENF program you select. You can choose to designate your gift to one 
program or select all programs and make an immediate difference in the lives of youth, veterans and Elks 
communities. Selecting the ENF Endowment Fund means your donation will be invested in a permanent fund 
where its interest will be distributed over time, ensuring the ongoing success of the ENF. 

 

Click here to view a Video about The Fidelity Club 
 

Neil Floor ~ ENF Chairperson ~ BPO Elks Lodge 2679 

http://enf.elks.org/recurring
https://www.elks.org/enf/FCMember.cfm?
https://secure.elks.org/site/Donation2;jsessionid=00000000.app20047b?df_id=2420&2420.donation=form1&mfc_pref=T&NONCE_TOKEN=02F47AEEB74346CAD5E8A45E93DAEFC5
https://www.elks.org/ENF/recurringGiftHonorRoll.cfm
https://youtu.be/-M_3trbDWtQ
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Also at the Lodge Veterans Dance, on behalf of the Lodge, Esteemed Leading Knight (and 
VAC Member) Gary Reynolds presented a Calabash Elks Lodge plaque to the VAC in 
recognition of the VAC contributions to the Lodge and to Veterans in our community. 
Accepting on behalf of the VAC, from left to right are Carol Corbett, VAC Secretary; John 
Zschoche, VAC Vice Chairman; and Jerry Kimble, VAC Member.  The plaque will be 
placed on the VAC wall in the Lodge. 

Veterans Affairs Committee - #2679 Calabash, NC 

The Veterans Affairs Committee 
(VAC) conducted our second fund-
raising raffle of the year, ending 
with a drawing at the November 10 
Lodge Veterans Dance. On behalf 
of the many VAC members who 
worked on the raffle, we would like 
to extend our heartfelt thank you 
to all who supported the raffle.  
Overall, we raised a total of $2,765.  
The VAC will receive $1,382.50 and 
the two Calabash Elks winners will 
receive $691.25 each (Andy Carr 
and Dennis Delorenza). 
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Veterans Affairs Committee - #2679 Calabash, NC 

The Veteran’s Affairs Committee 
(VAC), at our November 2 meeting, 
made a $600.00 donation to Carole 

Long, Operation Paperback 
Representative.  

“Operation Paperback”  
is a program that collects, sorts, 

packages and ships soft and hard 
back books to Veterans and stateside 

military units. In addition to 
establishing a collection location at 
our Lodge, the VAC has recognized 
the expense for shipping of these 

books and has continued to support 
this local program providing a service 

to our active-duty military and 
veterans. Debbie Helman manages 

this program for the VAC. This 
donation brings the VAC support of 

“Operation Paperback”  
to $1,100.00 over the last 2 years.  
Pictured in the photo, from left to 

right, are Joanne Bendy, VAC 
Member; Debbie Jewson-Velasek, 

VAC Member, Carole Long, 
Operation Paperback; Jeanne 

Colletta, VAC Member; and John 
Zschoche, VAC Vice Chairman. 

 
The VAC would like to thank the 
many Lodge members who have 
donated books as well as postage 

funds for this program. We are 
continuing the program and 
welcome books and funding 
donations to be placed in the 

container in the foyer of the Lodge 
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Calabash Elks Ladies Auxiliary Holiday Fair 
“The soup was slurped in record time and a good time was had by all” 

If you want to view all the photos taken by our “Photo Guru” Ron Floor   Click Here 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/7BkEbMEPp4pvvWwU9
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Mangiare for MaryAnna 
“MaryAnna’s Warriors whooped it up for their fearless leader” 
 If you would like to view all of the photos taken by our “Photo Guru” Ron Floor   Click Here 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/oLvYnETdFzBDeQxb9
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Bingo’s Annual Halloween Costume Contest  
continues on next page 

   
                
 
 
 

Don’t exactly know 
what his costume is but 

his knees will be  

killing him       
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Bingo’s Annual Halloween Costume Contest - continued 
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Once again it was Da Elks vs Da Ladies Auxiliary in a collection for Brunswick Family Assistance (BFA).  
As you can see from the photos of their hauls with Santa in Civis AKA Mark Kerr standing aside the  

Elk’s contribution and Sandy Gaetano (Ladies Aux Chaplain) aside the Ladies collection.  
The Elks edged out The Ladies. Disregard the scary looking Italian dude on the right! 

The Elks were the winners 
with a total of 426 pounds  

The Ladies Auxiliary 
came in 2nd with a total of 

187 pounds 
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Congrats to The Elks, but the real winners are those in Brunswick County that are in need. 
BFA is an incredible organization and it was a privilege to visit their new facility in Boliva for 

the “weigh in”. Below are some live stats that are on their website and like that “scary 
looking Italian Dude” they’re getting bigger every day. Check out how the numbers have 

grown since 2021 in the handout below. 

By the Way 
BFA is not only a Food 

Pantry and soon will be 
bringing the Mountain 

to Muhammed with 
their new Mobile Pantry 

(pictured above)  
and our parking lot will 

be one of their first 
stops. They have many 
other services available 

such as Rental 
Assistance, Utility 

Assistance, Prescription 
Assistance, Heating 

Assistance and more. 
If you know someone or 

are in need yourself 
visit their web site to 

learn more at: 
https://brunswickfamily
.org/ongoing-programs/ 

or call at: 
910-755-3313 

Or visit at: 
929 Old Ocean Highway 

Bolivia, NC 

https://brunswickfamily.org/ongoing-programs/
https://brunswickfamily.org/ongoing-programs/
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In case you didn’t know we have regularly scheduled Blood Drives at the Lodge. 

If you can’t make the one below, check out your EBlasts for future dates. 
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At the bar during the month your Birthday? 
Show the Bartender your Driver’s License 

 to get FREE drink. 

Happy 

Birthday 

Happy 

Birthday 
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Did Ya Know? 
 

It's no secret that we Elks enjoy a good beer every now and then       
So, who invented this mug of suds that has a way of healing what Ale's ya! 

 
 

It’s difficult to attribute the invention of beer to a particular culture or time period, but the 
world’s first fermented beverages likely emerged alongside the development of grain agriculture 
some 12,000 years ago. As hunter-gatherer tribes settled into agrarian civilizations based around 
staple crops like wheat, rice, barley and maize, they may have also stumbled upon the 
fermentation process and started brewing beer. Some anthropologists have argued that these 
early peoples’ thirst for a brewed beverage may have contributed to the Neolithic Revolution by 
inspiring new agricultural technologies. 
 

The earliest known alcoholic beverage may have been brewed around 7000 BCE in China in the 
village of Jiahu, where neolithic pottery shows evidence of a mead-type concoction made from 
rice, honey and fruit.  
 

The first barley beer was most likely born in the Middle East, where hard evidence of beer 
production dates back about 5,000 years to the Sumerians of ancient Mesopotamia. Not only 
have archeologists unearthed ceramic vessels from 3400 B.C. still sticky with beer residue, but 
the “Hymn to Ninkasi”—an 1800 B.C. ode to the Sumerian goddess of beer—describes a recipe 
for a beloved ancient brew made by female priestesses.  
 

How the Beer Can Was Saved from Extinction 
These nutrient-rich suds were a cornerstone of the Sumerian diet and were likely a safer 
alternative to drinking water from nearby rivers and canals, which were often contaminated by 
animal waste. 
 

Beer consumption also flourished under the Babylonian Empire, where its ancient set of laws, 
the Code of Hammurabi decreed a daily beer ration to citizens. The drink was distributed 
according to social standing: Laborers received two liters a day, while priests and administrators 
got five. At the time, the drink was always unfiltered, and cloudy, bitter sediment would gather 
at the bottom of the drinking vessels. Special drinking straws were invented to avoid the muck. 
 

Few ancient cultures loved their beer as much as the ancient Egyptians. Workers along the Nile 
were often paid with an allotment of a nutritious, sweet brew, and everyone from pharaohs to 
peasants and even children drank beer as part of their everyday diet. Many of these ancient beers 
were flavored with unusual additives such as mandrake, dates and olive oil.  
 

More modern-tasting libations would not arrive until the Middle Ages when Christian monks and 
other artisans began brewing beers seasoned with hops. 
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Nothin can set your Yule Log ablaze more than  
“The 28th Annual Calabash Christmas Parade”  

and as in the past the Grand Finale was provided by  
The Calabash Fire Department and our own Mark Kerr and Juanita Adams  

as Mr. and Mrs. Clauss. As you can see by the photo’s below it takes a village to 
bring Santa all the way from the North Pole to our sleepy little  

“Seafood Capital of the World”. Santa is pictured below with all his helpers, 
getting his final safety instructions and making his way to the top of his 

firefighting sleigh. On the next page Santa and Mrs. Claus do what they do best, 
delighting all comers both young and old and wishing everyone a  

Verrrrrry Merrrrry Christmas! 
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Note from the Editor 
 

It’s not often that someone shoots in above the 

ER and Secretary’s message but we had to make 
an exception for Santa Claus. He surely isn’t the 
only jolly old fat man at the lodge but just about 

no one else puts a twinkle in a child’s eye like 
Santa. Looking forward to our participation in 
the Calabash Christmas Parade it surely is an 

area tradition. Mr. & Mrs. Claus will be there and 
if you look really close you just might recognize 
them. Don’t forget to check your Eblast every 

week for all of the special events planned at the 
lodge. It’s a great time of the year to be an Elk, 
it’s what we best. Give of our time, talents and 

treasures to those in need, then huddle together 
for fellowship and good times.  
 

Have a Blessed Christmas 
and a Happy, Healthy New Year 

 

A special shout out to all of our staff and 
volunteers who make spending time at the 

lodge a great time in all seasons. 
 

 

Once again if you have any questions, concerns 

or something to include in the Newsletter. 
 

 

Email me at: 
Sandpiper@CalabashElks.org 

Best Regards ~ Frank Gaetano 
 

 

Famous Elk Quotes 
 

“We need to stress what we can do, not what 

we can't do and just be the Elk we know we 
should be.” 

 

Teddy Acton 
 

 
 

Your House Committee and Club Manager have 

been working hard to provide you, our valued 

members, new and different activities in which 

you can participate, have some fun and 

camaraderie, and support Your Lodge at the 

same time.  These events include Dining 

Opportunities, Holiday Themed Dinner Dances, 

and Trivia Challenges. You will find 

announcements for these events scheduled to 

occur during December and January. You will 

be kept up to date on these events in our 

weekly EBlasts. Be sure to sign up for these 

events and support Your Lodge. 

 

At the same time, the House Committee and 

Club Manager cannot do all of this alone, - they 

need Your Help.  Please consider Volunteering 

for just a few hours a month to help Set-Up for 

these events, or to help in the Kitchen.  Contact 

your Club Manager, to get on the schedule. 

House Committee: Daniel Shaw - 910-577-1101 
Club Manager: Ricky Moore - 910-368-6872 

It's good for the Lodge and also for you! 

V O L U N T E E R 

 

If you nod off 

at the Lodge 

and you see a 

toilet in your 

dreams, for 

heaven’s sake, 

DON’T USE IT!!! 

mailto:Sandpiper@CalabashElks.org
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If you want to be kept up to date on Menus & Events there is 

nothing better than our EBlast. It comes right to your email box 

at least once a week (on Monday) and fills you in like  

An Elk Burger. Just make sure you have 

communications@calabashelks.org in your contacts to keep it 

from going to Spam with the Extended Car Warranties. 

If you would like to check out 

“What’s Cookin” on our website? 

just Click on the Chef  

Wanna check out  

“What’s Happenin” 

Click on Special Events 

 and head to our website  

mailto:communications@calabashelks.org
https://www.calabashelks.org/events
https://www.calabashelks.org/meals
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Welcome New Members 
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Harold C. Ogren 
May, 1st  

Initiated 09/28/2022 
 

Mike Jennelle 
September 19th 

Initiated 06/08/2005 
 

Al Kale 
September 22nd 

Initiated 11/21/2013 
 
 
 

 

 
William W. Corder  

October 16th 
Initiated 06/10/2015 

 

George Heath 
October 21st 

Initiated 03/27/2008 
 
 
 
 

2023 
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A couple 

of 

laughs 

before 

we go! 

I know this is in every issue but it’s real important, 
after all, its about your key to Elkdom 

https://clicks.inboxpartner.com/email/S-48850@892434@S_lr12wTXFX6zVclXW_g9DwAa5uFOP_62zGzfmTg3dQ.@
https://clicks.inboxpartner.com/email/S-48850@892434@S_lr12wTXFX6zVclXW_g9DwAa5uFOP_62zGzfmTg3dQ.@
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Another issue of the “Sandpiper” in the well. I hope you found it informative and 
enjoyed some of the humor and happenings of our Elks Lodge. The Communications 
& Marketing Committee would like to thank all of you for your contributions to the 

world of Elkdom, after all without our members we would be just a building. 
Stay well, stay involved and above all be an “Elk”. 

 

Just a reminder that if you really wanna know and learn what goes on at the Lodge, 
attend meetings. It’s the best way to find out everything there is to know and meet 

and have fellowship with your Elk family. All meetings are on the Calendars 
 

Until next issue then and remember if you have anything you feel should be in the Sandpiper or have any 

ideas for it. You can email me at Sandpiper@CalabashElks.org 

 

Lounge Hours 
Monday thru Saturday = 12:00 Noon - 9:00 p.m. 

During Special events the lodge will be open until 10:00 p.m. 
Sunday 12:00 Noon - 7:00 p.m. 

(Bartenders Discretion) 
 

Bar/Bartender = 910.579.4600 ~ Option #2 
 

Kitchen Hours 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday 

LUNCH = 12:00 Noon - 3:00 p.m. 
Monday Night 4:30 - 6:30 p.m. 

Tuesday Night during BINGO = 5:00 - 6:45 p.m. 
Friday Night = 4:30 - 7: 00 p.m. 

Saturdays When Entertainment is Offered - 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
Times Other Than Above - Bar Food Only 

 

Office Hours 
Monday & Thursday ~ 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 Noon 

 
Office (Secretary) = 910.579.4600 Option #1 

Elks  Invite 

mailto:Sandpiper@CalabashElks.org

